The Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial


Responsibility: The Action of Ordinary People
Discrimination is Choice
“If God lets me live … I shall not remain insignificant.  
I shall work in the world and for mankind.”  Anne M. Frank, April 4, 1944
Grades:
middle school, grades 6-8
Purpose:
for students to maximize their personal learning experience at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial



Objectives:
 
Students will know or be able to:

· understand that discrimination is a choice;
· recognize the power of group / peer pressure in influencing individual choice or action; and
· acknowledge that individual action or inaction is a personal choice and responsibility.
Materials/Resources:
Available through the Idaho Human Rights Education Center lending library; call 208-345-0304 or email mary@idaho-humanrights.org 

DVD: The Short Life of Anne Frank (30 minutes) 


This compelling program provides an in-depth look at the life of Anne Frank.  Excerpts from Anne’s diary and vivid archival footage provide a moving study of her life, from her early years as a carefree child in Germany to the time she spent hidden in the Secret Annex during the Nazi occupation of Amsterdam to her final tragic months at Bergen-Belsen.  Viewers will be captivated by the only existing film footage of Anne and touched by the words of her father, Otto Frank.  This documentary tells not only the story of Anne Frank and her family, but also that of the Second World War, the persecution of the Jews, and the horrors of the Holocaust.


DVD: “Youth for Human Rights – 30 Rights. 30 Ads”


Produced by Youth for Human Rights International, the DVD presents the 30 articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as public service announcements, 30 to 60 seconds in length.


The PSAs are also available online at: http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/watchads/index.html 
Pamphlet: “Memorial Wall Quotes”


A printed collection of all the quotes etched in stone at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial.

Procedure for Teaching:

1. On the board, list the following: food, clothing, friends.  Ask the class to identify, if given a choice, would they rather have oatmeal or cheerios for breakfast? Ask the class how they decide what to wear each day?  Ask the class why they choose someone to be a friend and not someone else?

2. In a journal entry format, assign the students to describe an instance when they made a choice based upon the desires of a group rather than making their own individual decision.

3. As class discussion, ask why might we allow a group to make our decision or influence our individual action?

4. Continuing in the journal writing format, ask the students to recount a time when they accepted a decision or action, but then wished that the outcome had been different.

5. Either in DVD format or from the website, show the Youth for Human Rights International Public Service Announcement (PSA) for Article 12, “The Right to Privacy.”   
6. Read  or post the following quote identified at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial (all the Memorial Wall quotes are available in pamphlet form published by the Idaho Human Rights Education Center) :

“Each time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, they send forth a tiny ripple of hope … These ripples build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.”
Robert F. Kennedy

7. Pose the question to the class – Have you ever had the courage to stand up for the rights of another person?

8. Pose the question to the class – Can one person make a difference in the world?  Ask for examples. (Rosa Parks and the Montgomery bus boycotts; Martin Luther King, Jr.; Gandhi; local examples)

9. Pose the question to the class – Are there examples of how one person had the courage to stand against the tyranny of World War II?  Though Anne Frank did not stand against her oppressors, she remains as a symbol of hope in humanity.  Her diary exists as a testimony to our individual obligation to work for justice and peace. (To extend this portion of the lesson, show the DVD “The Short Life of Anne Frank” to review the personal and tragic impact of the Holocaust.)

10.  While visiting the Memorial, ask the students to note the individual choices that they make in the course of the day.  As follow-up, ask if any of the choices required individual courage?
Extension Activity:
Having visited the Memorial, extend the topic with a lesson based on the children’s book Terrible Things by Eve Bunting.  It was written as an allegory to Martin Niemoeller’s quote:
“In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist.  Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.  Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist.  Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.  Then they came for me, and by that time no one was left to speak up.”

A complete lesson using the book is available on the Idaho Human Rights Education Center’s website at: http://www.idaho-humanrights.org/Education/education.html  Click into Anne Frank and scroll to the Middle School Lesson: RHETORIC AND REACTION:  TERRIBLE THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE.
Dear Teacher: I am a survivor of a concentration camp.  My eyes saw what no person should witness:  Gas chambers built by learned engineers.  Children poisoned by educated physicians.  Infants killed by trained nurses.  Women and babies shot and killed by high school and college graduates.  So, I am suspicious of education.  My request is: Help your students become human.  Your efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, or educated Eichmanns.  Reading, writing and arithmetic are only important if they serve to make our children more humane.  


                   Haim Ginott, Teacher and Child: A Book for Parents and Teachers
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