The Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial


Respect: The Action of Ordinary People
Discrimination is Cruel and Irrational

“What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.”

Confucius
Grades:
elementary school, grades 3-5
Purpose:
for students to maximize their personal learning experience at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial



Objectives:
 
Students will know or be able to:

· define the word “discrimination”;
· identify acts of discrimination; and
· explore positive alternatives to discrimination.
Materials/Resources:
Available through the Idaho Human Rights Education Center lending library; call 208-345-0304 or email mary@idaho-humanrights.org 

DVD: The Short Life of Anne Frank (30 minutes) 


This compelling program provides an in-depth look at the life of Anne Frank.  Excerpts from Anne’s diary and vivid archival footage provide a moving study of her life, from her early years as a carefree child in Germany to the time she spent hidden in the Secret Annex during the Nazi occupation of Amsterdam to her final tragic months at Bergen-Belsen.  Viewers will be captivated by the only existing film footage of Anne and touched by the words of her father, Otto Frank.  This documentary tells not only the story of Anne Frank and her family, but also that of the Second World War, the persecution of the Jews, and the horrors of the Holocaust.


Pamphlet: “Memorial Wall Quotes”


A printed collection of all the quotes etched in stone at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial.

Background Reading: “The Life of Anne Frank” (included in this lesson packet)
Procedure for Teaching:

1. Write the Confucius quote on the board.

2. Ask the students to create a list that identifies:

RESPECT: how someone showed respect for them AND if and how they showed respect for someone else since they got up this morning, and

DISRESPECT: how someone hurt their feelings AND if and how they hurt someone’s feelings since they got up this morning.

3. Based upon the students’ lists, conduct a class survey asking: How many of you have more examples of respectful action rather than disrespectful?

4. On the board, create a class brainstorm of examples of respectful and disrespectful actions.

5. Post or read the following quote identified at the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial (all the Memorial Wall quotes are available in pamphlet form published by the Idaho Human Rights Education Center) :

“May the Idaho Human Rights Anne Frank Memorial stand as a tribute to Anne Frank’s memory, as a warning to any who would dare trespass upon the freedoms of others, and as an inspiration to all whose lives are devoted to love, respect, understanding, peace, and good will among the totality and diversity of the human family.  May this memorial inspire each of us to contemplate the moral implications of our civic responsibilities.” 

Nancy S. Taylor
6. Define the word “discrimination.”  One definition states: a difference in attitude or treatment shown to a particular person, class, etc.

7. Discuss that the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial stands as a public apology and tribute to all people who have felt injustice or harm due to discrimination.  
8. Before visiting the Memorial, share a brief overview of the life of Anne Frank and how various groups of people were targeted or discriminated against by the Nazis based on their religion, ethnic background, or lifestyle.  (To extend this portion of the lesson, show the DVD “The Short Life of Anne Frank” to review the personal and tragic impact of the Holocaust.)  Explain to the class that we know Anne’s story because she wrote about her thoughts in a diary.
Extension Activity:
After visiting the Memorial, ask the students to identify how and why people have been discriminated against and what can we learn from Anne Frank’s story?  Ask the students to privately identify if they could list more examples or respectful action or disrespectful action since they got up today.  Assign the students to write a private apology to someone to whom they showed disrespect.  Seal the apology in an envelope and have each student write his/her name on the outside of the envelope.  Collect the envelopes and file them; return the envelopes to each student prior to the end of the school year.  

Revisit the lesson by asking the students to open and privately read their apology (no one else will read the private apology); then ask: have you attempted to actually apologize and make a respectful action public?

The Life of Anne Frank 

(Available online: http://www.graceproducts.com/frank/annelife.html)

The world took notice of Anne Frank because in her diary she spoke for millions of victims of racial hatred. She wrote with a beauty and sensitivity that make her one of the unique writers of our times. Before that she was an ordinary Jewish girl in Amsterdam. 

Before the Secret Annex 

· Birth--Anne Frank was born on June 12, 1929 to Otto and Edith Frank in the city of Frankfurt, Germany. Anne had a sister, Margot, who was 3 years older. Frankfurt was a large financial center. Otto Frank was in the banking business. 

· The rise of the Nazis--Some leaders in Germany had negative ideas about the Jewish communities of the cities of Europe. Germany had lost a great deal in World War I and had to pay for the damages to other countries. In the years following the war, they suffered through inflation and then depression. German pride had been injured, and the Germans were ready for a savior, but what they got was Adolph Hitler. Hitler brought an ideology of the supremacy of the German people. He blamed the Jews for the nation's troubles, and spread hatred about other groups such as Gypsies and Jehovah's Witnesses. When Hitler's Nazi party came to power in 1933, anti-Semitism (hatred of Jews) became public policy. Jews were denied jobs. Jewish children had to attend separate schools. There were limits on where Jews could go, where they could shop, and when they could be on the streets. 

· The move to Amsterdam--In the summer of 1933, when Anne was 4 years old, Otto Frank moved his family to the Netherlands to escape the hatred of the Nazis. He developed a business in food and chemical products and prospered. Anne went to a Montessori kindergarten and grade school. 

· The Nazis come to Amsterdam--Hitler wanted to control all of Europe. In 1939, German armies invaded Poland. Because of this, England and France declared war on Germany. World War II had begun. In May, 1940, Germany invaded the Netherlands, and the Franks and other Jews in Amsterdam were again controlled by the Nazis. Jews were forced to wear badges--a yellow "Star of David." Anne was forced to go to an all-Jewish school. Businesses owned by Jews were to be liquidated and Otto Frank passed the business into the hands of trusted non-Jewish friends. In December, 1940, the business was moved to 263 Prinsengracht, the building that was to become famous for its secret annex. 

· Occupied Amsterdam--During the two years following the Nazi invasion, life became more and more difficult for the Franks. Mr. Frank began to devise a plan to move his family into hiding. In June, 1942, the Nazis informed the Franks that Anne's older sister, Margot, was to be taken away. The time for decision had come, and the Franks secretly hid in a suite of rooms at the back of 263 Prinsengracht. This was in the early part of July, 1942. The entry to the rooms was hidden with a bookcase. 

· The Diary begins--One month before the family went into hiding, Anne began her diary. She told of her friends and flirtations in the light and giddy manner of a precocious adolescent. During WWII, many adults and children kept diaries. Anne's was to become the most famous because of her beautiful writing ability, her sincerity, and they way she gave a name and a face to the victims of the Holocaust. 


The Frank Family in Hiding 

· The people of the annex--Eight people eventually came to live in the secret annex. There were the four members of the Frank family (Otto Frank, Edith Frank, Margot and Anne), three from the Van Pels family (Herman and Auguste Van Pels and their son Peter), and an elderly dentist named Friedrich Pfeffer. 

· The Dutch protectors--In addition, four people acted as helpers for the people in the annex and brought them food, supplies and news of the outside world (Johannes Kleiman, Victor Kugler, Miep Gies and Bep Voskuijl). These protectors had placed themselves at great personal risk because they could have been arrested and jailed for helping Jews. All of these people worked at the business that had belonged to Mr. Frank. Meip Gies was the woman who saved the diary after the Franks had been captured. Also, her husband Jan worked in the Dutch underground resistance. Meip co-authored a widely read personal story: Anne Frank Remembered. 

After the Secret Annex 

· The Arrest--Anne was never to have the opportunity to grow into full womanhood. On August 4, 1944, between 10:00 and 10:30 am, a German car pulled up before 263 Prinsengracht with an Austrian officer, Karl Silberbauer, and several Dutch officials. They entered the warehouse, secured the building, and began a search that led to the bookcase that concealed the secret annex. The Franks had spent 2 years and 30 days in hiding, but now they were prisoners of the Gestapo. 

· The saving of the diary--As the Gestapo men searched the annex for valuables such as money, the briefcase in which Anne kept her writings was opened and the papers were scattered on the floor. Little did these men realize the eventual value of these materials. However, the two women, Bep and Miep, had known of Anne's intense feelings about these papers and gathered them up for safe keeping. 

· The concentration camps--At first, the members of the secret annex were sent to Westerbrook reception camp in Holland. At least the family members were together there, and were able to visit each other. But on September 2, they were herded into railway cattle cars, and taken east to the dreaded Auschwitz death camp, where the men and women were separated. Their heads were shaven, and the suffering was brutal. After some two months, on October 30, Margot and Anne were separated from their mother and Mrs. Frank died in the Auschwitz gas chamber. The two girls were sent to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, along with Mrs. Van Pels who went with a separate group. At Bergen-Belsen the prisoners slowly starved, and typhus was rampant. All three women eventually died, either of starvation, sickness, or both. 

· The survival of Otto Frank--At the gates of Auschwitz, Mr. Frank was separated from his family for the last time. In January, 1945, the German guards left the camp to the advancing Russian army. Most of the prisoners, including Peter Van Pels, were herded along with the troops, but Mr. Frank was in the camp infirmary and was left behind. Mr. Frank tried to convince Peter to hide in the infirmary, but he was afraid. Peter was never heard from again. Mr. Frank was taken to Russia, and from there, he returned to Holland after the war. He was the only one of the original 8 residents of the secret annex to survive. Mr. Van Pels died in the Auschwitz gas chambers and Mr. Pfeffer died at the Neuengamme camp in Germany. 

· The road to publication--After Mr. Frank returned to Holland, Miep brought him Anne's diary. He was deeply moved by his daughter's writings. At first he made a transcription of the key portions of the diary for circulation to family members, but soon the diary came to the attention of key publishers. 

We must remind ourselves that the Holocaust was not 6 million.
It was one, plus one, plus one . . .
--Judith Miller, journalist 

Dear Teacher: I am a survivor of a concentration camp.  My eyes saw what no person should witness:  Gas chambers built by learned engineers.  Children poisoned by educated physicians.  Infants killed by trained nurses.  Women and babies shot and killed by high school and college graduates.  So, I am suspicious of education.  My request is: Help your students become human.  Your efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled psychopaths, or educated Eichmanns.  Reading, writing and arithmetic are only important if they serve to make our children more humane.  


                   Haim Ginott, Teacher and Child: A Book for Parents and Teachers
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